Ready Mades

In composing Ready Mades for the piano I have used material that came into my head
while improvising at the pi1ano. Each piece 1s baséd on a specific feature.

Central to no. 1 are consistently sustained dynamic contrasts.

No. 2 1s a dilapidated blues with an equally dilapidated ttle. Jimmy Yancey always
ended his boogie-woogie solos with the last two bars.

In no. 3 the right hand really keeps to its own tempo against the thumping left hand,
producing a ‘cross-rhythm’ as 1t 1s called in African music.

No. 4 1s a sort of ‘tunk’ music 1n which lots of notes are heard that are not actually struck.
If somebody could listen ‘cross-eyed” he would hear the music that I wrote for no. 5.

Metro ome was once an improvisation which I have now written down. The beat sometimes
seems to dangle on a rubber band.

The last piece 1s an arrangement of the Indonesian song Kicir Kicir which I performed with
my ensemble during a tour ot Indonesia in 1988. Reference to the gamelan 1s particularly
evident where the tune begins and the accompaniment hesitantly joins 1n.

Guus Janssen
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Guus Janssen

*y Keep this note down throughout the piece; the key can be fixed with tape.
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