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STEPAN RAK i
was born in the Ukraine: his birthday falls between the dates of the bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, stimulating one of his most dramatic works - Hiroshima. Russian
soldiers found him, abandoned by his natural parents and took him to Prague, where he' was
adopted, named and brought up by Czech foster parents. He studied painting and the guitar
at the Prague Conservatory , and as an avid fan of The Beatles and Elvis Presley. he ran a rock
group "The Raks". When he was 20 he realised that his real forte was classical music. His teachers
were Stépan Urban (guitar) and Jiff Dvoracek (composition). He graduated from the Academy
of Arts in 1975 and went to Finland, where he taught in the Jyviskyld Conservatory until 1980:
he still lectures almost every year at guitar summer schools in Finland, England. the USA. Canada,
Australia etc.

Since 1980 St&pan has lived in Prague, where he composes and teaches, in addition to pur-
suing a carcer as a soloist one which has taken him to Finland. Great Britain. Australia. Germany.
New Zealand and the USA. He has made a number of recordings for, amongst others. NIMBUS.

CHANDOS and MUSICAL NEW SERVICES. Many of his compositions are published. and some

have been adapted for symphony orchestra.
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Aria and Variations
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