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In common with many medieval grimoires and books of spells, Exordium elevates the
non-sequitur to a formal principle. Consisting of more than forty independent fragments,
the work might thus be seen as a special case of ‘sympathetic magic’. It is dedicated to
Elliott Carter on the occasion of his 100" birthday.

Duration = 6’ 45”



Exordium: Unusual playing techniques

™A = ‘overpressure’ of bow on string

wensrisers = €xtent of application of ‘overpressure’. Extremely distorted, grating sonority

MMM ¢a]l, continuous getfato action, usually at tip of bow. Indiscernable right

hand action in order to keep sound smooth and continuous.

—_—

= continuous change production technique throughout designated action.

—_—
gliss
= as above, but in glissando.

ANNNS coninuous, intensive vibrato action. Size and width of graphic vary

according to effect required.

= rapid exchange of fingers on same pitch. Also required in glissando

o = Lay flat of hand across string in order to damp resonance when latter is

struck with the wood of the bow.

o = halfway between ‘normal’ and ‘harmonic’ Lh. finger pressure.
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Quarter-tones are indicated by special symbols, and are generally to be
understood as tempered pitches. Intermediate pitches are preceded by symbols
employing arrow-heads to show direction of pitch modification. The intonation of
such pitches is comparatively more flexible, and is to be understood in part
context sensitive.

N.B. All sections in Exordium follow without breaks with the exception of two
SHORT fermatae immediately preceding and following m. 24
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