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GENERAL NOTE

The action takes place in St. Petersburg, in Admaralty Square, around 1830. In addition to the ordinary curtain,
there is a special curtain for the “burlesque scenes” This curtain represents the Magician, grandiosely portrayed, enthroned
on the clouds, The ordinary curtain rises when the music begins and falls at the end of the show: The special curtain rises a
bit later and falls between the tableaux. *

[ A sunny winter dav. At the keft, a large booth with a balcony for the “Diad™ (master of ceremonies). Beneath it a table
with a gigantic samovar. In the middle of the ser, the Magsaan’s hirtke theater; ar righe, stalls selling sweets and a
pecpshow. At the rear can be seen merrygo-rounds, swings, and shdes. A crowd of strollers onstage, mchuding
common people, gentlemen and ladies, groups of drunkards arm in arm; children surrounding the peepshow; womxen
crowding around the stalls,

1L Petrushka’s cell. Its cardboard walls are panted black, wath stars and a half-moon. Figures of devils on a gold
background decorate the leaves of the folding doors that kad mnto the Ballerina's room. On one of the cell’s walls, the
portrait of the scowling Magsaian (a bit below and to the sade is where Perrushka punches a hole in his fit of despanr),
HL The Moor's cell. Wallpaper with a pattern of green palms and fantastsc fruits on a red background. The Moor, in a
costume of great splendor, is Ivang on avery low sofa and playing with a coconut. To the nghe, the door that Jeads to the
Ballenina’s cell.
IV The same st as in the st tableau. Toward the end, an effect of late evening. At the entrance of the mummers, Bengal
lights are lit in the wangs. At the moment of Petrushka’s death st begns to snow and the darkness docpens.

* There are procise imdiations in the score for rasang and lomenmg the two curtams

“PETRUSHKA”

(Burlesque Scenes in 4 Tableaux)

In the madst of the Shrovende festvities, an old Magsaan of onental appearance exhibits before an astonished
crowd the ammated puppets Perrushka, the Ballerina, and the Moor, who perform a wild dance.

The Magician’s magic has endowed them with all the human feclings and passions. Petrushka has been given more
than the others. Therefore he suffers more than the Ballerina and the Moor. He resents batterly the cruclty of the Magician,
his bondage, his exclusion from ordinary life, las ughiness, and his ridiculous appearance. He secks comfort in the love of the
Ballerina, and 1s on the point of believing in his success. But the lovely one shuns him, fecling only terror at his bizarre
behavsor.

The Moor’s Iife s completely different. He 1s brutish and wicked, but his splendad appearance fascinates the
Ballerina, who tries to seduce him using all her charms and finally succeeds. Juss at the moment of the love scone, Petrushka
appears, enraged with ealousy, bur the Moor quickly throws him out the door,

The Shrovetide fair i atats height, A reveling merchant accompanied by gvpsy singers throws handfuls of bank
notes to the crowd. Coachmen dance with wet-nurses, a bear-tamser appears with his beast, and finally a band of mummers
sweeps everyone up in a diabolical mclee. All at once cnes are heard from the Magician's listle theater. The aivalry between
the Moor and Petrushka finally takes a tragic turn. The animated puppets dash from the theater, and the Moor knocks
Petrushka down with a blow of his saber, The wretched Petrushka dies in the snow, surrounded by the holsday crowd. The
Magician, whom a policeman has gone to ferch, hastens to reassure evervone, and in his hands Perrushka becomes a puppet
again. He invites the crowd 1o venfy that the bead is wooden and the body is filked with bran. The crowd disperses. The
Magician, now alone, catches sight, to his great terror, of Petrushka’s ghost above the little thearer, menacing him and
making mocking gestures at all whom the Magsaan has fooled.
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o': Y The Gypsy Women Dance. The Merchant Plavs the Accordson
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TAHEI'D KYYEPOB'D H ROHHXOB'D. DANCE OF THE COACHMEN AND THE GROOMS.
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The Wet-Nurses Dance wath the Coachmen and the Grooms.
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