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Although Tgor Stravinsky's score is subtitled “Russian Cho hic Scenes in Four
Tableaux™—and was premiered as a dance work in 1923 by the Ballets Russes—
Les Noces is really a cantata for choir, solo vocal quartet, chorus, lour piancs and percussion,

“There is no plot in the usual sense—in fact, Stravinsky's intention was that it should be
staged as 2 kind of divertissement, a scenic ceremony in which he would make absolutely
free use of both pagan and Christian elements in Russian village wedding ritual and

customs” (from the Preface).

Despite its stormy entical reception, Les Noees is now regarded as a modemn classic, one
of Stravinsky’s most important, innovative and unified works, full of original and daring
ensemble and instrumental experimentation. “[1t] is a rendering in sound and vision of
the peasant soul, in its gravity, in its deliberate and simple-minded intricacy, in its subtly
varied rhythms in its deep undercurrents of excitement . . . " (H. G. Wells, from an open
letter, 1926).

Dover's edition of this exceptional work presents the complete full score introduced by
a preface drawn from Eric Walter White’s Stravinsky: A Critical Survey, 1852-1946; a

ossary of French performance terms in the music; an annotated instrumentation list;
and Stanley Appelbaum’s newly prepared “Translation of the French Text,” preceded by

his “A Note on the Translation,”

Unabridged Dover ( 1998) republication of an authontative edition. Extensive prefatory
material as noted above. 160pp. 9% x 12}, Paperbound.
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A DOVER EDITION DESIGNED FOR YEARS OF USE!

We have made every effort to make this the best book possible. Our r is opagque,
with minimal show-through; it will not discolor or become brittle with age. Pages are
sewn in signatures, in the method traditionally used for the best books, and will not drop
out. Books open flat for easy reference. The binding will not crack or split. This is a
permanent book.
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