Lili Boulanger

Trois Morceaux

pour

Piano

1. D’un Vieux Jardin
2. D’un Jdardin Clair

3. Cortege

Copyright © 1979 G. Schirmer, Inc.
All Rights Reserved  International Copyright Secured  Printed in U.S.A.
No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
ing photocopying or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing

G.SCHIRMER

New York / Lbondon

electronic or mechanical, includ-
from the publisher.



Lili Boulanger

(August 21, 1893 . March 15, 1918)

Composer Henry Baraud wrote: “The oeuvre of Lili Boulanger is a monument realized. It is
not simply the promise of great work to come, but the achievernent of an exquisite body of work
by a composer of accomplished style, firmly rooted in a classicism which owes nothing to a School
but solely to the natural perception which stems from a penetrating intelligence-and talent.”

At the age of sixteen Lili Boulanger knew that she would be a composer. Although her delicate
health prevented her from attending school regularly or from going to concerts, she studied with
her sister, Nadia Boulanger, and with Paul Vidal and Georges Caussade. As a child of six she
showed extraordinary precocity, being able to sing Fauré¢ songs, and she rapidly progressed in
acquiring the skills of her destined profession. A member of the distinguished Boulanger family,
whose grandfather, father and sister were appointed professors at the Conservatoire National in
Paris, Lili Boulanger upheld the family tradition by becoming, as did her father and sister, a
laureate of the Prix de Rome. In 1913, at age 20, she wrote the cantata Faust et Héléne for the
Prix de Rome competition. The jury was hardly disposed to give the Prix to a young woman (a
few years before it had refused her sister Nadia the first prize, reluctantly awarding her second prize)
but Faust et Héléne, after only one-third of the work had been performed, was unanimously
declared winner of the Grand Prix. The following day, at a public performance of the Concerts
Colonne, the work received a triumphant reception.

Because of the outhreak of World War 1, Lili Boulanger remained in Rome only one vear,
after which she gave without reserve of her already depleted energies to the Comité Franco-
Américain to help families of musicians who had been called into military service. In 1916 she
returned to Rome briefly hut illness forced her to undergo a serious operation, after which her
imminent death was foreseen. With complete serenity and faith she worked ceaselessly until her last
hours on March 15, 1918. Pie Jésu, for Voice, Harp, Organ and String Quartet, her final work,
conveéys a unique and overwhelming fervor in its very simplicity: it was dictated note by note to
her sister.

Although Lili Boulanger’s early death undoubtedly deprived the world of a larger musical
legacy, the oeuvre left by her is hoth significant and of considerable dimensions, numbering over
fifty works which reflect a very personal and striking musical signature.

—Mario di Bonaventura
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@ Ninette Salles

2. D’'UN JARDIN CLAIR

Assez vite

animez un peu

a tempo
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3. CORTEGE
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*Faire désirer le temps suivant.
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pressez un peu
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Plus vite et en pressant jusqu’a la fin
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