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EE _=_E Chopin's piano caoncertos accupy tuosos who composed for their own
— —a a special place, no! orly in the use, and although they also took
E . , < EE history of the concerto as such, but Mozart as their s ing point, they
— Friedrich Kalkbrenmer gf}.l-'m‘r}ﬁ'é'f — alse within the work of their com- only ook aver his form as a con-
:E EE poser. The exiraordinary fact that vention. Their concertos were
= EE he completed two works of such im- composilions which suited them,
= = portance hefore reaching the age which displayed their ins .“.LLmenIcrI.
EE EE of 20 is one ol the uonfathomable technique and many Lf wicdh (such
— C O N C E R T O NO I — secrets of creative gemivs —  al- as those t"_-“_3'['-“"'lel-E'--' "‘:’ET-L"_ Tk
= d EE though on the other hand it makes WIrhoT;nn]LSI[:tal ralue and enjoved
— 7 . TR o it all the more understandable that great popularity
= Bl == B tuinag.— it =8 in these early works not everything [t is almost certaln that Chopin
:'E EE can be equally perfect. did nol make the acquaintance of
:E for Pianofn-rte and Drchestra E::E Stylistically the piano concerios H*_‘T"—"—"“J‘-'ﬂl'l § prano Concertos untif
E.':.. =1 were determined by the music after 183 All the cancertos wh:ld:
— by e which Chopin heard and knew in his were known to him bel?nged to
= - - =i vouth. During the years 1820—30, that other category ol sheer vir-
— F R E D E R I C C H O P I N E;:: the musical life of Warsaw was lunsity, and we know that in his
E :E guite varied. There were perfor- vouth he played concertes by Gy-
=] 0. T EE mances by [talian opera compa- rowetz, Ries Moscheles apcﬂ_Hum-
= P = nies, composers like Paér Rossini mel. From the latter Chapin borro-
— — and Sponlini dominated the Teper- wed the formola for the Allegro
— =: toire, and great wirtnosos, vialinists of the f-minor concerlo, but  here
E y " ==y (Paganini, Lipinski) and pianists the similarizy H'l_dﬁ: Whereas Hom-
E REVIS&'d and with a FOI’EWOI’CI EE (Hummel, Stephen Heller] made mel's 'I'CJEII.'L:IT.U 15 .lhe .'A-'I_ll'k. of a
— b . i triumphant appearances, Concert I'.'.lLI.EZCIE_H who handles his :'EI-E.[EL_".E-
:E ¥ EE programmes ocffered a motley col- like a masler craftsman, Chopin's
= ; = lection. and often an operatic ariz roncerts is & masterpiece. Chopin
:E Stefan Askenase =i or a bassoon sole was interpolated follows Hummel's form step by
EE — between the movements of & sym- step; in surprising .;tr_.al&g}' edach
E EE phony oran instrumental concerto. phrase of Hpmn‘.f}l's is ed'.\c.‘-ed by
— — Mevertheless occasionally a Mo- a corresponding phrase of Chopin's;
EE EE zart overture or excerpts fmm_a yet Chopms.a concerte has by far
S e Haydr aratorio were heard, and in the greater import and bears the
'-E E. SOme rare cases &ven the name of stamp of g_Emus in the II:-P_'.S’.'LI'L.ESS of
i: = Beethoven found its way into a its invention, the musicality of
H—1 (= programme, its runs and ormamentations, and in
EE E:. Muozart attained an unsurpassab- the audacity of its harmaonies
EE EE le peak in his concertos, and Best- The Adagios of both r:am:er.to.s
=E E: hoven, following in his footsteps WETE i:ls:]::ired by & lov: of g]hupmsl
= =4 created a new climax in his great vouth, At an age when the sou
E Emnst EUIenburg' I‘td' London! W L. E":E symphonic dialogues. He went his of a young man fermeats wilh in-
= Edition Eulenburg, G.m, b. H., Ziirich -_:-‘u: way in solitary greatness, and only definable feelings Chopin found
E. Edition Eulenburg, Inc. New York = many decades later he lound a :I}eu‘ poetic expression with ama-
— —1 worthy  successor i Johannes zing T:;u:*.}r. An:l.he!: c::LEI&pCt-E-T;
. " " —— Brahms. stic o th concertos is the Polis
Lﬂ !‘!!!!.-!'.....!L. !]-!:_!E!H“ - l ".j. IUHUIHIHU lﬁ; Side by side with this giant many element. At the beginning of the
o s e A m R n cem ather gifted musicians alse compo- 19th century Poland saw the growth
sed concertos, They were the vir- of national music. and composers




Vi

like Oginski, Kurpinski and others
had woven Polish songs and dance
motives into their works, whidh we-
re frequently performed and haghly

Schumann wrote in 1836:  'We mav
be sure that a genius like Mozart
were he born to-day, would write
roncertos like Chopin and not like

Conecerto No. 1

Frédéric Chopin, op. 11
(1810 — 1849)

Mozart”. Allegm maestoso J.am I
+ R Ly 1
S

A5 one of Chopin's admirers [ am

estemeed. But it was left to Chopin
to bring the ideal of his predeces-

sors ta its ulbimate fullillment, as happy to quate the above sentence, &i; 3
all his works (even those of grea- | although the claim seems to me o = e
test unjversality] are imbuoed with be exaggersied. Mozart's concertos '_ F =] 1| T
the Polish spirit. In the concertos | are the summit of perfection, in . ‘IJ/-"‘\J | e
this fact is made evident by their | which nothing can be altered. Cho- e - T — —
lingl movements: & Mazurka and a | pin's concertos are also of rare be- = I'-_T'&‘ — ﬁ%
Cracovienne |Brakowiak). In the | suty, but where Mozart allows 50- -,I .. 'i=-| ?- T‘-_——-
wear 1830 the circles in which Cho- loist and crchestra to pursue a true —— | -
pin moved in Warsaw were excited | dizlogue with a musicality which I'd F — #3?%
by & new patriotic movement, and | is his very own secret, Chopin Te- z .‘b == 7
so this period became decisive for duces the role of the ordhestra: It -#""“!.”"" o=
his whole future developement, as | introduces, links and supports the "?Ei_'F_k #
is proven by the forceful and dyna- monologue of the piano and in the T 1 H
mic First Scherzo which he compo- main serves as o sonorous badk- . ..f =
sed, shortly after the completion ground. Wevertheless both scores o d &‘__LI L Tl
of the two piano concertos. Thus | contain & number of happy orche- — o —— v
his concerios may be regarded as stral episodes, such as the recapito- i' }. ]" + F__,I I""""‘ - -
the last reflection of a happy and lation of the theme towards the - F —_— | =
rarefree youth. end of the Romance in the e-minor — _L ,J"‘.l ”
In a letter to his friend Woycie- concerto or the recitativo in  the — e o e
chowski Chopin seems to be pertur- Larghetto of the f-minor concerto F
bed by the originality and the suc- Many attempts 1o reorchestrate the = =
cess of hig compositions. ,In it one Chopin concertos (Klindworth, Tau-
can divine the restiessness of the sig, Messager, Fitelberg| have re- -ﬂﬂ :-E
artist, who already capable of mained snsuccessful and  mow-
judging the worth of his creation adays they are performed in their
objectively — is thrown into con- original version whidh is given in

sternalion, berause in it he sees
the product of his own inspiration
and the work of his own hands,
whidh he siill considers uncouth,

this present edition. Chopin may
have bowed lo the fashion of his
time. vet his genins and his inspi-

ration have triumphed: For more
He himself cennot fathom the ori- than 125 years these concertos have
gin of this youthful inventiveness, fascinated every pianist and en-
this audacity and this forward sur- chanted all music lowvers, and it - = - ==
ge." {J, Iwaszkiewicz: ,CHOPIN"| seems to be certain that many ge-
Nor was the quality of the concer- nerations yet to come will derive — -
tos overlooked by their surprised the same pleasure from them. - - - s S i
audiences, On the occassion of their Both concertos were composed in f %EE
first performance a Warsaw news- the years 1820/30, and Chopin Vialinen F orese. | — - - F —_— = —
paper wrote: | Fate has given Cho- himseif played them for the first o e e e o —— EE = ot e s
pin  to the Poles as it has given time in Warsaw in March and Sep- x J — ilr' % :F:ij:
Mogzart to the Germans" — a state- tember 1830, The f-minor concerto £ ;’# cresc, | _ _ _ I —_—| = —
ment which Chopin, in his modesty was the first in order ol compaosi- . o e e e 1 = ﬁF:F: ; # . —
called ,obvious nonsense”. But this | tion, bat as it was published after Viola e = _‘T{Fh,t:;g, = I = T_Fﬁ——-l:ﬂ:
comparizon to Mozart was not the the e-minor concerto it bears the F crese '_ t | 7 H.‘ | | i e
only one. In an article dedicated later opus number. Wik =
to the concerto of Taubert, Robert Bruxelles 1957,  Stefan Askenase u.Bal flo 1 F ﬁ
t 1 ——
Mo 1215 Ermst Enlenburg Led.
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