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PREFACE

Berg had composed songs for twelve years, additionally sharpening his faculties for
instrumental forms of expression with a few piano and chamber music pieces towards
the end of that preparatory period, before he began to investigate the possibilities
of an utterance which would seem to justify the use of larger forces. At the time
(1912) his inner incentive to write "something big" was, to use his own adjective,
"gigantic"; he thought that a suite for orchestra or a symphony would satisfy his
pent-up creative urge for the time being. But it took another year until he set to
work with the appropriate energy, and the product was neither a symphony nor a
suite for orchestra, but rather a combination of both.

The final inducement to undertake the work seems to have come from a dispute with
Schoenberg who, probably disapproving of certain liberties his pupil had tried out
in his first non-supervised works (the Altenberg Songs, thé clarinet pieces), must
have hurt Berg’s feelings badly with a reprimand during an exchange of views in
Berlin in June, 1913. Be this as it may, Berg wrote, on returning from his visit,
a touching letter of thanks for the knowledge his teacher and friend had imparted
to him, assuring Schoenberg that he would take to heart in a demonstrable way the
reproof that had accompanied it. A short time later, in Trahitten, Styria, where
his wife’s family owned an estate, he began to compose the Orchesterstiicke. They
were intended as a present for Schoenberg’s 40th birthday (13 September 1914) and
were doubtless finished on time, for the score gives 23 August 1914 as the date of
completion. However, the fair copy of at least the second piece (which cannot be
precisely chronologically fixed in any case) dragged on until 1915,

In the meantime Berg, in addition to his alarm at the acute threat to existence
(into which, in spite of his own instability, he was inclined to draw everyone other
than himself), had become concerned with "something big", namely the opera
"Wozzeck". lts origins date back to the spring of 1914 (and thus overlap with the
completion of the Orchestersticke), a time of latent international tensions just a
short distance removed from the point at which forces deciding the fate of Europe
would be unleashed. What brings the two works into a close relationship, however,
is not so much the obvious common historical background as the common aspect of
dramatic eruption which stands out in relief from that background.

There are curious similarities, in some instances note-for-note parallels, between
the two works, like the simultaneous motion progressively thickening to an oppres-
sively anxious tremolo in the second piece (115 onwards) and in the first act of
"Wozzeck", or the trombone motive in bars 80 - 82 of the third piece, which ac-
companies the words "es wandert was mit unsda unten" in the first act of the opera,
or thesteady chromatic ascent of flowing pianissimo sounds above the suggestion of
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dizzying depths towards the end of the third piece (161-163), which corresponds
to occurrences inthe orchestra inthe drowning scene of the third act of "Wozzeck".
In the gloomy aura of the later work these por:hels give the impression of more or
less accidental reminiscences; in the not less gloomy historical perspective of the
Orchesterstiicke which converges in that dramatic tour de force, the same parallels
take on the significance of prophetic anticipation.

It is clear why the "Suite" is not the gay music Berg wished to compose when he
set out in 1912 to write "something big", and why it could not be, and why Berg
did not compose that gay music later either, The three pieces are what the first
piece, with a touch of shy understatement, pretends to be, namely a single "Pré-
ludium", a prelude to a tragedy, the end of which cannot be foreseen,

It is also clear why the enormous array of instrumental forces, which in other scores
from this tragic epoch often serves merely for the production of modish pomp, is a
means of organic function in Berg’s Orchestersticke, even when (or rather, most
of all) it appears to fulfil no other purpose than that of creating a chaotic din
(11/90, 111/124-126). For by conjuring up that chaos, this music exorcises it. The
antithesis of tone and noise, which a few decades later was to be exploited with
more artful means, bore its first fruit here. Indeed, it is the principle on which
the first piece is built. It is worth looking closely at details of construction in the
score, for they reveal themselves only incompletely to the ear.

At the beginning there is silence, nothing; a short, soft metallic buzz from the
tamtam, silence, then the buzz again and once again, now mixed with a small,
scarcely audible cymbal tremolo, then once again a pause; o hollow drum-beat
stands out from the next (somewhat louder) mixture of noises. The first definable
sounds come from the kettledrums, but the sound of the winds and strings which be-
gins in bar 6 remains diffuse, cold, unfathomable. Finally a tone, the a flat’ in
the first bassoon (6), another tone, an interval, g*a flat’ (minor second!), a new
start from the ¢’ below; the trombone replies with a high e flat”, while all the
other parts suddenly stand still. Then, "Rhythmischer", a resounding outcry. And
silence again. Only now (15) does the e =g =a flat germ-cell gradually grow into
melodic movement in the strings and winds; an almost note-for-note inversion be-
ginning at bar 24 forms a kind of symmetrical antitype. The last eight bars are a
retrograde repetition of the beginning: little by little, tone passes over into noise
until the original situation seems to be restored in the last beat of the tamtam,

FORMAL PLAN

A B B A’
1 -8 Interpolation 15 - 24 24 - 40 Transition 48 - 56
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The second piece isbased on the same principle of symmetrical order. The tectonic
relationships, however, are more complicated. The thematic working-out is more
detailed. The conciseness of form arises from the contrast of thematic groups in
duple metre (1-19 and 101-120) and triple metre (20 - 100). It is further confirmed
by a corresponding dynamic structure, soft - loud - soft, as in the "Praludium®. When
writing this piece Berg might have had in mind the contrast of step and dance
movements which was characteristic of the old "Reigen" (round dance) forms. He
does not, however, make an abrupt juxtaposition of opposites (that He only ever
does as an exception), because the manifest effect of contrast is of little consequence
to Berg; what does matter is its functional manipulation within the bounds of a
differentiated form. A considerable réle devolves upon the artifice of combining
the contrasting parts in such a way that they more or less coalesce. The amount of
care - and Animo - Berg devoted to this procedure is clearly seen in the transitional
passages from duple to triple metre (18-24) and back again (97 - 104).

Seen as a whole, the "Reigen" is an enlarged, formally and thematically enriched
recasting of the "Préludium". The thematic development again emanates from the
germ—cell of the minor second, but also incorporates, in the descending chord pro-
gression in the accompanying strings, an idea from the first piece (/44 - 46), The
thematic development proceeds more rapidly and soon branches off into subsidiary
parts ("Nebenstimmen") which in the last quarter of the movement combine to form
a texture of almost impenetrable density (90 ff,, first climax ["Hohepunkt"]). The
"Waltz Tempo" should not be taken too literally. Nothing on the order of bouyant,
happily intoxicated carnival-season gaiety happens here. One sooner has the im-
pression of a dance on a volcano, The motionshows a pronounced tendency towards
dramatic conflict. The perspective converges in the direction of the coming
tragedy .

FORMAL PLAN

A B (@ B’ A'x
1 - 20 Transition 25 - 40 Transition 49 - 81 (82 GP) 83 - 93 Transition 97 - 121

The "Marsch", the third and last part of the imaginary Prelude, reflects the process-
of the dramatic conflict proper, dénouement included ("Hshepunkt"). A symphonic
development in several stages. Hardly any new thematic material is broached, The
principal theme is the almost leitmotiv=like wind fanfare with a short triplet up~
beat; the fanfare, however, does not expand to its full macabre gravity until the
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end (148-155), The prototype of its rhythmic germ-cell ( 44 b ) is found in the
material of the "Priludium", coming to light right at the beginning in the kettle-
drum part (I/3). The melodic equivalent, at first consisting, in the inversion of the
fanfare motive, of tritone, fourth and minor third in upward motion, is introduced
inbar 38 by the flutes, oboes, horns and strings; it turns up inthe second movement,
somewhat modified, in various stretches of the subsidiary parts before coming to
dominate the scene for the first time in bar 85. At the beginning of the "Marsch"
the rhythmic short form is heard once more in the oboe (3-12) and later often in
the percussion, until the fanfare proper is enunciated in the trumpets and horns
during the immense intensification in bars 88-98, The quasi second theme of the
"Marsch" (6 -9) is nothing other than a variant of the descending string theme from
the "Préludium" (I/44 - 46), in the inversion. It is also the quasi second theme of
the "Reigen", taking on various shapes in that piece until just before the end
(11/116), when it receives roughly the same shape in which it is heard for the first
time inthe "Marsch", Before it disintegrates into its component parts inthe tremolo
flickering of the chromatic "Ascension" passage, the horn call which sets off the
process of thematic development in the "Préludium" (I/11-13 = 111/160-161) is
heard once more. At the end, as at the climax ("Hshepunkt") and shortly there-
after (142), the hammer goes into action. Its blow marks an historic moment.

FORMAL PLAN

15t Section 2nd Section 3 Section 4thSection

1-20 07 00 30/30-52/58-77 11" 91 (climax)-135 11O 143 - 174

ition ition

One cannot but be surprised that, of all things, the influences of Debussy and Mahler
are constantly pointed out in Berg’s 3 Orchesterstiicke. Certainly, those influences
cannot be missed, but they are nothing more than accessories in the character
make-up of this music, elements of the colour of the time like many others. What
kind of period it was that Berg’s threefold Prelude conjures up, has not been made
so obvious a second time in the symphonic literatures.

The first and second pieces were played for the first time in 1923 during an " Austrian
Music Week" in Berlin. The conductor was Anton Webern, The first complete per-
formance of the 3 Orchesterstiicke was brought about by Johannes Schiler in Olden-
burg in 1930,

F.S. (trans. E. H.)



ORCHESTERBESETZUNG

4 Grofle Floten (auch kleine Flote im I und III. Stiick)
4 Oboen (& auch Englisch-Horn im I. und III. Stiick)
4 Klarinetten in A (3. auch in Es im 1I. und IIL Stiick)
BaBklarinette in B _
3 Fagotte
Kontrafagott

6 Horner in F

4 Trompeten in F

4 Posaunen (8 Tenor-* und 1 BaBposaune)
Kontrabafl-Tuba

Grofle Trommel, kleine Trommel
1 Paar Becken (eines auch freihingend und eines an der groflen
Trommel befestigt)
Grofles Tamtam, kleines Tamtam
2 Paar Pauken
Riihrtrommel und Triangel im II. und III. Stiick
Grofler Hammer (mit nichtmetallischem Klang) im III. Stiick, Glodken-
spiel, Xylophon
Celesta
2 Harfen

Streichquintett (stark besetzt)

* Die 1. Posaune war urspriinglich im Alt-Schliissel notiert. Aus technischen Griinden und
mit Einverstindnis des Antors wurde die 1. Posaunenstimme nachtriiglich in den Tenor-
schliissel transponiert. Die mitunter exorbitante Hohenlage erfordert daher die Hinzuziehung
einer Alt-Posaune (in Es), oder einer Trompete in tief Es. H. E. Apostel

x

H ™ bedeutet Hauptstimme N~ bedeutet Nebenstimme
deren Ende durch 7| bezeichnet ist

I~ bedeutet, da die so bezeichnete Stimme im gleicien Rhythmus
(akkordtonbildend) mit einer Haupt- (H™) oder Nebenstimme (N™)
geht, diese aber durchzulassen hat.
Alles andere hat begleitend zuriickzutreten.
¥
Die Stiicke T (Priludium) und II (Reigen) konnen eventuell auch allein,
ohne das Stiick 1II (Marsch), aufgefiihrt werden.
X
Auffiilhrungsdauer: Priludium 4 Min.
Reigen AY,—5 }17—18 Min.
Marsch 81/,—9
X
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