TWELVE POEMS
OF
~ EMILY DICKINSON

Set to Music by

AARON COPLAND



The composer has supplied the following information about Twelve Poems of Emily Dickinson:

“These twelve songs were composed at Sneden’s Landing, New York, at various times during the period
from March 1949 to March 1950. They are the first works the composer has written for solo voice and
piano since 1928.

“The poems centre about no single theme, but they treat of subject matter particularly close to Miss
Dickinson: nature, death, life, eternity. Only two of the songs are related thematically, the seventh
and twelfth. Nevertheless, the composer hopes that, in seeking a musical counterpart for the unique
personality of the poet, he has given the songs, taken together, the aspect of a song cycle. The twelve
songs are dedicated to twelve composer friends.”

Nature, the gentlest mother

There came a wind like a bugle

Why do they shut me out of Heaven?
The world feels dusty

Heart, we will forget him

Dear March, come in!
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Sleep is supposed to be
When they come back

I felt a funeral in my brain
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I've heard an organ talk sometimes
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. Going to Heaven!
The Chariot
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Texts from Poems by Emily Dickinson.
edited by Martha Dickinson Bianchi and Alfred Leete Hampson
and published by permission of Little, Brown and Company.



To David Diamond

1. Nature, the gentlest mother

Music by
AARON COPLAND
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To Elliott Carter

2. There came a wind like a bugle

Music by
AARON COPLAND
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12 To Ingolf Dahi

3. Why do they shut me out of Heaven?

Music by

Modera‘tﬂele'dae) AARON COPLAND
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14 To Alexei Haieff

4. The world feels dusty

Music by
AARON COPLAND
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0. Heart, we will forget him
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AARON COPLAND
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18 To Juan Orrego Salus

6. Dear March, come in!

Music by
AARON COPLAND
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24 To Irving Fine

7. Sleep is supposed to be

Music by
AARON COPLAND
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8. When they come back
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AARON COPLANL
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9. I felt a funeral in my brain
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To Alberto Gimastera

10. I've heard an organ talk sometimes

Gently flowing (d = 66-69)
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11. Going to Heaven!
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AARON COPLAND
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12. The Chariot
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Music by
AARON COPLAND

3 .
VOICE %dg < — i — o) —
D) ,
TN —~ . — —

PIANO mp

e

4 — .
- Ze - Py { 0 ﬂ':;_h"“—'

Lt ]
4, i1l
b x
AN 1t/

L |

14 L

Because I would not stop for Death,........

*° /\0’ H " ' (] Vi
H H 419 _sm [ )
%\3 - == —— & : ==23
: ] - ]
LIV ) { ) i ,h 2 I. ]’ :J, a Y l’ } 1 I
‘_L..* 4 \ O § Tl
S — ’
TS
4 , b . L
e et e s e S Cr———%
) | 4 ; L4 N ' //' z.

o

. /-——-_--__\\ ~. R
# .

........ A'Hg kind- 1y stopped for me.

ﬁ 4 . - gﬁ
T T— 4 ro maw ; () y () I
r- . i /‘ a \Z,
— mp. " -
—_ — . —_
/'_p R o &
% Y 4] » J ?) - Y £ MRV * 1 |
\ i = . 1

All rights reserved



More slowly J-e0 42

4 e =t LN 1 L
e
P——F # = P — L St
held but just our - selves ....... and Im-mor-tal - i - ty. ... We
- S — - ~
i) & N5 y ; = ‘k_’.—e' 0 - e y i y ) 1
oy d' L - 4 L —t ] $ ALt & € i —1
S e p

L — . | P :

D e = —rrem e o
o = = AR e
& i — , . ‘

— = ===t ===t ==
D] ¥ ~—— z & ¥—
slow - ly drove ............. He knew no haste and I had put a- way...
P S— N N e R e i S
¥ 1| —I—gt ﬁ:i "‘ﬁ"‘b v' E o
~—1 |

8 H 1 A .
} e o o i e
A 7 A s = ' ="
N ) = pocof . — mp
P — = e A
o + L ~— —t - r—F =
........ My 1la - bour.... and my lei-sure too F;‘or his ci-vil - i - ty. ..
- — \\ e ———
#3#;:_'—-_6 — F}‘" \i: E‘ — e
l{ ‘ilr H H ~t 1 ‘ < L‘ } g
S 1 I ) Y ”  ee—— { r -~ ‘t-w =Cs —_—
') | = e oco"f' N ... T mp—[
5 - . . » A ?" -
(el /8 Le, |4 SFdz 3 |4
. 1 h ] S —
S et
- a— —
As at first (d = 78)
i i S .
¢ = = =N e
= o p =
g

We passed the school where children

—




n trifie faster (d = 88) nf
#}r (70 1 Z— 1 y o) - " —
GE= B s g
played, Their les-sons scarcely done We  passed the fields of
» . ry A o D . S ea o 1 11
e T T o - I, B YR 8 W L R I
) * $ - N N e o |
N~
———— '#.
: , (e~ -4 )
e ] 1 (’ s + .
K
S I — —
%&g_ﬂw 7 ! T —F =
) — = —— 4— 4— i
L ————1z }
We

Tempo 1 «d=76)

8 poco sf P mp calm
%: *r 2 r & 2D ] 1 2 —5:
) t z L | eem— . Sm— e e " { 4-
o — ¥
set - ting SUM, oot We paused be -
- sostenulo, calm
& i l 14 — A" — \‘, — -
h e 9 u: = i 1 1 = g "" R—-%’—
i 4‘;: r = + O | ¥ | V\/
poco#.— mp o~ o e o ﬂ!f\i. T
T e o g a—t
. Py - o i3
Lsust. B
ﬁ e " o i
| o =1 ; — , ] — = 4
o LA 4 o S—— &
. fore a house that seemed a swell - ing of the ground ..... The
# , - T
- 5 } { 4+ 1 ——— | 1 J';g:j\ E—
1 -m— ;{ T #‘G e F —
~ \-—'I/" ‘ s S ——
— N— \ | poca L mp
TR /ﬁ" - ,‘E'l'f y B £, .
= e 7= = e L
—] # } I i' ;
q | sust. Fo».



-

o

—
& 1 L 2 < |
; R S e e [ =
o v 3 o = Fﬂ?‘_‘i'r & &‘. 1

roof was scarce - ly vis-i-ble... the cor-nice but mound, . .............
~
= g -
] = I " ti lr. - ::
- SLNp U Er ! |
—— - -/ ~
L /4 r B , nf
. L P k|
=" i & o
g T p—
— (sust. Fad.
4 a trifle broader d = 6)
- P p ] 1 } { 3 H 1 3 ¢ N
A3 4 S ‘l i & 4—H ? J 31 L\ WK

Since then '’tis

cen- tu-ries

#A : ? - I N 3 N i —
.T" H" - q: — [} [ [ V. _33-
,: T o5 3 Z 2 e e ———
J =z VL )V T () — |
s ~, 2 ] ) E , | h E |
- % 5, : 22 w4 = £
37 =7 & S . & S
- N % KW, *
T ﬂ JI L \\ 3 T T )
T e e L S —— 2 e
67 IVJ ly‘ ¥ i T E> E .‘ T
short-er than the day, I . first sur - mised The hors-es' heads were
. ! [ 7 y ) had r'e 3 — ¥y &) houed
s  m— 4 7 -
-7 - -
- §~3
| el (wh £ ] + 1 .
Q . ) § ')‘-’{ 3 1 L '
S — Z e
S * -~ it 1 } 1
(8 =72) poco it . _
P ‘ ".‘:’/———\3,’ e~ Q\
o n” £ ol — |
y T YT 174 [+ ] (X o) TOT 1
| 4 N ———— e mm— T — - 3
toWArd €-ter - M = B e e
A/’—\ ’. ’-\oo » * ’\‘ ‘\fo /fg\\
S 7 , /) T~""""1
P—_'_\\
% — el PP I
- 7 0 L ) 1 !
# = — = - s i e m— |
. ‘IH—I — |

| Please include full details of title. author. comnoser and publisher of this work on |



