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after the transcriptions by Carl Tausig and Ferruccio Busoni

Notated from Grainger’s recordings and edited by Leslie Howard

Editor’s note

Although Grainger played his concert version [combining and improving upon
transcriptions by Tausig and Busoni] of Bach’s most famous organ work — the Toccata and
Fugue in D minor, BWV 565 — on many occasions, he does not seem to have made a complete
manuscript copy of the piece. A much attenuated selection of bits of passagework [perhaps
an aide-memoire for practice purposes?] is all that survives in Grainger’s hand, and a copy of
this was kindly provided by the Grainger Museum in Melbourne for the purpose of arriving
at an accurate performing text, with the additional and indispensable sources of Grainger’s
issued recording of the work, and a recording of one of his later public performances of the
piece [both kindly supplied by John Bird, Grainger’s indefatigable biographer], as well as the
published scores of the Tausig and Busoni transcriptions, and a recent scholarly edition of
Bach’s original [published by Edition Musica Budapest]. Dynamics, fingerings and
pedallings usually stem from Tausig and Busoni, except where Grainger’s text differs
materially from both, when performance directions have been interpreted by the editor from
the recordings. Incidentally, Grainger’s issued recording uses Tausig’s version of the
opening, with its famous misreading of Bach’s ornaments — five notes each time, alternating
principal note with upper neighbour, in blind octaves! Grainger abandoned that reading in
later performances in favour of the text as printed here.

Leslie Howard
London, 1998
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Toccata and Fugue in D minor

(BWV 565)
J. S. Bach

Concert version for piano by Percy Aldridge Grainger

Adagio after the transcriptions by Carl Tausig and Ferruccio Busoni
~ Notated from Grainger’s recordings and edited by Lesliec Howard
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