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On Taoism

Instrumentation

Solo: 1 voice*
bass clarinet
contrabassoon

—

Orchestra: piccolo (also plays flute III)
flutes

oboe

Bb clarinet

bassoon

—_ N

N

horns in F
Bb trumpet
2 trombones

| nere —_
1 piano (strings marked )

(need bass- drum beater for striking)
(need plastic piece for pizz)

6 percussionists., indicated () C@ C@ @ C@ Cl
(). 1 pair Chinese bells§
tam tam e
medium Chinese gong: about 12"
2 woodblocks: 1 large, 1 small

—

(®. 1 pair Chinese bells§

vibraphone

Chinese tomtoms or rototoms:
(pitches are indeterminate and transposable,
but the interval relationship must be
maintained as: perfect 4th, major 2nd,

perfect 4th, major 2nd)

(a piece of cloth to cover drums as mute)

C): 1 pair of Chinese bellst
1 woodblock
tamtam
Chinese (or western) bass drum

@), 1 pair of Chinese bells§
1 woodblock
small Chinese gong: about 9"

C): 1 pair Chinese bells§
1 wood block
large Chinese gong: about 16"

()‘ 1 pair Chinese bells§
1 woodblock
tamtam

6 pairs.Chinese bells§ in orchestra,
set in following positions:
flute II
trombone II
4th stand of violin I
3rd stand of violin II
3rd. stand of viola
4th stand of cello

strings (14,12, 10, 8, 6)

* voice may be any kind: soprano, mezzo, tenor,
bass, or actor/actress

§ small bells about 1% diameter

Positioning

Bass clarinet and contrabassoon should be placed directly
in front of conductor. Voice should be placed to
conductor's left, slightly downstage, in 'soloist' position.



Notes for Performance

VOICE

Vocalization is in the form of syllable-sounds with no fixed
meaning, pronounced according to International Phonetic Alphabet.

Indeterminate pitch clef; performer should select own pitches.

_-very high register

_.--high register

- --middle register
~.J--low register
“~very low register

ssesm= rough, strained, growling sound in throat

WINDS & BRASS

smwivAM, quarter-tone pitch bending in vibrato with unequal frequency

STRINGS

(raise to play) when playing Chinese bells, raise them above music
stand, with arms extended

b Bartok pizzicato

ALL PLAYERS

4 bars containing variable numbers of beats (as in Peking Opera)
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