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Orchestral Theatre I: Xun

Instrumentation

solo xunsV! (one large, one sma11) %3

piccolo (also xun){‘T2
flutes (also xun 2
oboes (also xun) 2
Bb clarinets (also xun)'“2

Bb bass clarinet (alio xun)qrz
bassoons (also xun)Y
contrabassoon

horns in F
Bb trumpets
trombones
tuba

harp
percussionists (marked ONORONON)

set behind the orchestra in the following order:

[0 @ © @ |\

This facilitates sharing of 5 tympani, and vibraphone, and
creates a separation between sounds of the rototoms on left
and tomtoms on right.

Player 1: 5 tympani with opening tuning, Bt be———
(to be shared with other players)
3 woodblocks
crash cymbals
1 suspended cymbal
1 vibraphone (to.be shared with player 4)
1 pair of brushes

Player 2: 1 bass drum
tubular chimes
1 tympani (shared; at Player 1 position):géﬁggi

1 marimba
1 pair of brushes
1 triangle
1 tam tam
r——x——‘-——xr—/‘—'—-—n
Player 3: 5 rototoms notated, H—o—c= H

(pitches are indeterminate and transposable,
but the interval relationship must be
maintained as: perfect 4th, major 2nd,
perfect 4th, perfect 4th)

marimba

pair of brushes

tympani (shared; at Player 1 position)
woodblock E

=



Player 4: 1 tympani (shared; at Player 1 position):EEE%EEEﬂ

1 slapstick
1 vibraphone (shared; at Player 1 position)
1 pair of brushes
1 snare drum
1 pair Chinese cymbals —

1 Chinese gong =

5 tomtoms notated &

(if possible use Chinese toms)

(pitches are indeterminate and transposable,
but the interval relationship should be
maintained as: perfect 4th, major 2nd,

perfect 4th, perfect 4th)

1 woodblock

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

@1 The xun is an ancient Chinese ceramic wind instrument,
like a pear-shaped flute or ocarina.

92 Xuns to be played by wind players as follows:
three in high register by piccolo, flute I and II
four in middle register by oboe I and II, clarinet I and II
three in low register by bass clarinet, bassoon I and II

HOWEVER, assignments should be adjusted so that the high
register xuns are seated together, the middle together etc.
All these xuns are two-hole xuns. There are no pitch
requirements for these xuns.

93 Pitch of solo xuns is notated for an E xun (high) and an
F xun (low). If the soloist uses other xuns, all pitches
may be transposed. Solo Xxuns are eight-hole xuns.

Xuns are available from :
Crossings, 134 Henry Street, New York, NY 10002
tel 212-349-7076 fax 212-349-7224



Orchestral Theatre I: Xun

Notes for Performance

ALL PLAYERS

1 All orchestra members to vocalize.
Sound to be vocalized is below staff.
Vocalization is in the form of syllable-sounds
with no fixed meaning (pronounced as in English).

2 [ ] contain instructions for players' voices, such as:
[whispering]
[humming]

shouting

wvhispering, sustained breath-sound

5 breath-sound, while exhaling

KN
< > 0 —v

6 breath-sound, while inhaling

WINDS & XUN SOLOIST

1 % all holes open

2 o, of L all holes closed

3 ! lst hole open
4 2 2nd hole open
5 2> 1st and 2nd holes open

6 s44 fingering loudly without blowing
7 ") overtone (in free pitch)

8§ N\ trill from fast to slow

BRASS

1 g clapping mouthpiece with palm, while holding it
in the instrument

STRINGS

1 wwsw pressing the bow on the strings with intensity to make
a growling sound -

2 -¢% slapping strings and/or fingerboard with palm of hand

and damping - making a dry, percussive sound
3 3 Bartok pizzicato
HARP
N ) . . .
1 r pitch-bending by depressing string above top peg, then

releasing it as the note is played

2 4 making a dry sound by damping the strings as soon as
possible after playing

PERCUSSION

1 f?- damped and dry playing

2 4} playing simultaneously on both heads of bass drum, with
damping by leaving palms pressed on surfaces



Orchestral Theatre I: Xun

Important Note

This piece may be played in an orchestra-only version
without the Chinese ceramic wind instruments (xun).

To do so, begin to play from section 1 through to the end,
with no changes except leaving out the xun lines.
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H.'gh group — 3 xuns
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Middle group — 4 xuns
(ployiny by ob 1. clx 1)

low sr'up___3 Kuns
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