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‘No child will ever be able to sing these choruses...” a desperate Rachmaninov once wrote in a letter, shortly after composing the
Six Choruses opus 15 for children’s or female voices. Restricted by the publisher’s contract to write for these voices, the com-
poser soon found out that the music he wrote was not well-suited for them. In order to fulfil the work’s demand of expression,

Rachmaninov needed the more powerful men’s voices.

In the present arrangement, the leads Rachmaninov gives through the piano accompaniment were followed when filling in the
parts for the men’s voices. The sole objective has been to achieve the force of expression the music needs. Thus in the : ase of
ar. b ‘Nyevolya’, which works best in its original setting, no men’s voices were added.

Except for the opening chorus - Slavsya, a most effective but rather simple patriotic piece - all songs are centered around one

initial theme: the beauty and pity of human life.

I.

Glory be to our nation, glory!

The nation’s cause, its happiness,

peace and freedom before all!

Fighting the enemy,

our peace and freedom

was secured by our fathers.

With love, like a united family,

we consolidate our peace

and broaden our freedom

Glory be to our nation, glory!

The nation’s cause, its happiness,

peace and freedom before all!
(Nekrassov)

II.

Silently, the dark-winged night

passes above the earth.

Somewhere a melancholy song resounds,
darkened by tears.

Quickly, fly away, anguished song.
Dark night will pass

and bright day will return,
returning the people’s happiness.

Wearily, the earth then rests,
in slumber enfolded,
and dawn will shine
through the clear, blue sky.
(Lodyzhensky)

III.

In the savage north,

alone, on a bare summit,

a spruce tree stands,

and is dreamily rocked by the wind,

and is clothed by the falling snow,

like a candle it stands,

and it dreams of how,

in the land of the rising sun,

alone and sad,

as a consolation,

in the heat of the desert,

a beautiful palm tree stands.
(Lermontov)

IV.

Waves have dozed off,
heaven is clear,

full moon shines,

shines over the azure waters.

Shimmers the silvery sea,
kindle the many sparks;
Jjust as a beam of joy brightly
amid sorrow shines.
(Romanov)

V.

‘Tell me nightingale,

why don’t you eat,

why do you hang your head
and do not sing your songs?’

‘The nightingale sang
in spring’s meadows-
now I hang my head
in this golden cage!

My friends on the bough
yearn for me,

and so do my dear daughters:
how can I sing?’

‘T have opened your cage;
be happy, quickly fly away!’
(Tsyganov)

VI

Through the sky, the midnight-angel flew,
and a silent song he sang,

and moon, stars and all the many clouds,
they listened to that holy song.

He sang of the bliss of innocent souls,
in the shade of the paradisal garden,
of the great Lord he sang

and his praise was unfeigned.

A young soul in his arms he carried

over to the world of grief and tears.

And the resonance of his song within the soul,
wordless, it remained, yet alive.

And long in the light did it languish,
with wondrous longing brimming over;
and those sounds of heaven were never outranked
by the weary songs of the earth.
(Lermontov)

The transliteration from the Russian follows the English rules. For clarity 1 include here some directions for differences in
Dutch, German and French. It is impossible, however, to include all differences, so it is advisable to consult a linguist and/or

a recording.

‘Y’ is an unpronounced or ‘dumb’ vowel, sounding like an ‘I’ on long notes and a ‘Y’ (or German ‘J’) on short notes.
‘KH’ sounds like the ‘CH’ of ‘Bach’ in German.

‘U’ sounds like ‘OQ’ in English, ‘OU’ in French and ‘OE’ in Dutch.

‘T’ is always sharp.

A’ after a letter sounds as an added ‘y’ (or ¢’ in German).



This score is part of a memorial edition that includes all of Rachmaninov’s lesser-known choral works *). They were performed

at a memorial concert in the Dutch city of Leiden on March 28 1993, exactly fifty years after the composer’s death.

Manuscripts were made available by Barrie Martyn, Viktor Merzhanov and Julia Scott-Farnell through the invaluable help of

the International Rachmaninoff Society.

The present edition is based on this material and was prepared by Elger Niels with the assistance of Michiel Ras.

A recording on compact disc was issued by Syncoop Productions: ‘Sergei Rachmaninov: Unknown Vocal Music’ (Syncoop

5753 CD 160).

*)} Deus Meus (HU 4013), Concert for Choir (HU 4014), Chorus of Spirits (HU 4015), Six Choruses op. 15 (SA) (HU 4016}, Six Choruses op. 15
(SATB) (HU 4017), Panteley the healer (HU 4018}, Vocalise op. 34 nr. 14 (HU 4019).



